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How Did Jeremiah Become Jeremiah? 

Jeremiah, Lamentations 

 
Good morning, men. I was not prepared for the emotional roller coaster ride that is Christianity, and I 

am going to guess that most of you were not prepared for that either. In fact, even today, even though 

I am a professional paid Christian, and I have been doing this work for forty years and as a vocation 

since 1991, I still have about one day a week that I would give you the whole thing and pay you to take 

it.  

 

There is about one day a week that really is a day of joy – extreme joy, and the rest of it is just pretty 

much grinding through the tasks before me. 

 

I think that whether you have the same numbers or not, for most guys, we find that our faith is not as 

exciting as it is sometimes advertised to be. You do not have this deep, intimate, ooey-gooey, love-

dovey, grace blob falling down on you all the time, kind of relationship with God. In the words of 

Thomas Edison it is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. 

 

What I want us to do this morning is to look at the life of Jeremiah. The title today is, “How Did 

Jeremiah Become Jeremiah?” and the reason I want to do this is because his life exhibits what 

happens in our lives as well in terms of the obstacles that he was trying to overcome, the responses 

that he got and how God used him in his life.  

 

HIS CALLING AND CAREER 
 

I am going to have us start by looking at his calling and his career in Jeremiah 1. The backdrop is that 

Jeremiah became a prophet around 626 BC. He was a young man – we will see that in a moment – and 

he was a prophet in Israel for forty years. 

 

Let’s take a look at the backdrop for that period of time he was in Jerusalem. It was the time 

when Babylon was threatening to take over the city. Jeremiah 1:1-3 talks about the period when 

he was the prophet. Jeremiah 1:4-5 says, “The word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart.’” 

 

That is the same kind of language that David talked about in Psalm 139. “You saw my unformed body. 

You knew me full well.” Verse 5 goes on to say, “I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” Now 

this is not just Jeremiah’s call, every man has a call. 

 

Because Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which he has prepared in advance for us to do.” Everyone in this room, every man hearing this you 

have some kind of statement just like this on your life. For Jeremiah, it was to be a prophet to the 

nations. 

 

Jeremiah 1:6, “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.” We don’t 

know how old he was. “But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a child.”’” 



There is this reluctance. I know that many men feel reluctant to take a big and a bold stand for Jesus 

Christ. I understand that, especially in this culture. I was thinking this morning about all the changes 

that have taken place just in my lifetime. 

 

Many men I know that I consider friends struggle with feelings of homosexuality. It is so interesting, 

because when I was growing up the last thing anybody would do was talk about this. The last thing 

that anybody would do would talk about abortion being a good thing. A few weeks ago I was going 

into a hotel in St. Louis and two young coeds, sweet young cute girls, college age, just precious – your 

daughters, my daughters – came walking out of the hotel hand in hand. Obviously, they were lesbians. 

It was so interesting to me because they felt absolutely no condemnation. Things have changed a lot 

in our culture. 

 

I get it that you might be reluctant to try to speak the word and truth of God into this culture. I get it. 

Certainly, Jeremiah’s culture parallels our culture and that is why I picked this particular prophet. We 

will only look at one in this series. 

 

“I’m only a child.” Reading on in Verse 7:  “You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 

command you.” This is the definition of a servant of God. A servant of Jesus is someone who is willing 

to go wherever Jesus wants him to go and to do whatever Jesus wants him to do. You find it right here 

in the commission that God is giving to Jeremiah. This is really a call to obedience; to obey the call God 

puts on your life.  

 

As you read on you see that God anticipates the emotion of fear that this young man is going to have 

to go and do the thing. Just think about if I command you in the Name of Jesus to go today and share 

your faith with your next door neighbor. Picture yourself knocking on the door. You are getting ready 

to say you would like to talk to them about your spiritual faith, and then you transition to the 

presentation of the gospel. How many of you feel a little trepidation about that? That would be 

normal. 

 

Jeremiah gets this call from God and he knows that there is fear involved in that. That is a 

natural human emotion. You can look at different basic emotions; you can go on Google and 

find a lot of information. There is love, there is joy. These are clusters and there are all kinds of 

things around love, all the way to lust. Then there is joy, all kinds of different. Love joy sadness, 

anger and fear are five of the ones that I think everyone would agree are basic human emotions. 

We are talking about fear here. 

 

Jeremiah 1:8-10:  “Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the 

LORD. Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have 

put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and 

tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

 

This is the calling on Jeremiah’s life. We can see many different callings on many different men. 

We already looked at a number of them in the life of Joseph, and so forth. Jeremiah 1:11-13: 

 “The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” “I see the branch of an 

almond tree,” I replied. The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see 

that my word is fulfilled.” 



 

I am watching to see the words fulfilled, or the translation I like, I am watching over my word to 

see that it is performed. 

 

There is this power of God that stands behind your calling and my calling. The word for almond, if you 

have a note like mine, it says the word for watching the Hebrew word for watching sounds like the 

Hebrew word for almond and that is why it says He is watching over you. He is watching over His word 

to perform it. He will be with you and He is watching to rescue you. He is watching over His word.  

 

This is a done deal. What I want to happen through your ministry and your life is going to 

happen. It sounds exciting. I cannot wait to do that. I want to be an ambassador for Christ. I 

want to be His agent. I want to be a change-maker. But Jeremiah has no idea what he is getting 

into. You had no idea what you were getting into. Now you are wondering, Did I hear correctly? I 

must have gotten my signals crossed because God could not be in this in the way this is working 

out. But as I am going to show you, no, that is exactly how God lets it unfold. Many times it is 

messy. 

 

Read on to this next passage. Go down to Jeremiah 1:16. This is basically the boiling pot that is 

Babylon, and God is calling Jeremiah to pronounce that Babylon is going to come, and this 

disaster is going to come on this people because they have been idolatrous. Jeremiah 1:17:  “Get 

yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you.”  It is this obedience theme 

running through. “Do not be terrified by them.” Again there is that fear theme. “Today I made 

you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall.” That’s you. In Ezekiel it talks about giving 

Ezekiel a forehead harder than the hardest stone, a flinty forehead. God will do that. “...to stand 

against the whole land.” Verse 19:  “They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I 

am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.”  

 

Then for his career, he is sent out basically to try to save Jerusalem from this capture, this 

decimation by the Babylonian Empire. He warns the people and what to the people do? They 

categorically ignore him. Not only that, there are lying prophets out there who tell the people 

that everything will be okay, thus undermining Jeremiah’s work. You know, you go out there 

trying to do the right thing and there are people out there trying to undermine the work that 

you do. That was his experience. He announced that there would be a captivity. He initially 

warned them to repent. They would not. Then he began to say, look, you will be taken captive. 

You will be there for 70 years. He actually prophesied that. What did they do? They arrested him 

as a traitor and imprisoned him.  

 

How did Jeremiah become himself? What did Jeremiah do that enabled him to stand when 

everything around him was seemingly against him? He understood a principle. It is in 1 

Corinthians 4:2. “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” 

That is the underlying theme of every servant of God, every steward of God, is that when you 

have been given a stewardship is that you prove faithful. God does not ask Jeremiah to produce 

a particular outcome. God does not ask Jeremiah to control the behavior of the kings and the 

people. All God asks Jeremiah to do is do what he is supposed to do, to go wherever God tells 

him to do, to say whatever God tells him to say, to go wherever God tells him to go. God will be 

with him and rescue him.  

 



But he does not tell him that he has to produce a particular result. That is very significant. It is 

required of those who have been given a trust that they prove faithful, not necessarily 

productive. It is not required of you that you produce. It is not required of you that you perform. 

 

I happened to tell one of my lenders once, when we were in a financial crisis, we had a big 

tenant move out, and I needed another loan, I will not tell you how much money it was, but it 

was a lot of money to move a new tenant in. I was arguing with my lender about why he should 

give me the money and he was arguing about why he should not. He said I told him I would have 

this settled by now. I told him I was not responsible that this tenant moved out, and he said, 

“What!” It drove him nuts. He went ballistic.  

 

I was thinking I cannot control a tenant going out of business. It was a savings and loan business 

that went out of business. I could not control that. Anyway, I am not talking about you and your 

boss here; I am talking about between you and God. You are not responsible for the outcome 

but you are responsible to be faithful. That is the big idea. That is the controlling idea that kept 

Jeremiah focused. It is the same idea. This is the same idea that kept all of the great men that 

we talked about so far and enabled them to be focused on what God wanted them to do. They 

understood that God wanted them to be faithful, not to produce a particular outcome. When 

you feel like you try to control the outcome, you set yourself up for all kinds of emotional 

turmoil: anger, frustration, sadness. Or if you get what you want sort of a fleeting joy will come 

out of that.  

 

Let’s just talk for a minute about your calling and your career. Every story that we look at in the 

Bible, including yours and mine, outside the Bible, focuses on illustrating the endless number of 

ways that God our Father employs men to accomplish the larger purposes of His will and 

purpose. Ephesians 1:11 says God “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His 

will.” We are ambassadors. Christ has given us the ministry of reconciliation. That is the plan. 

 

God has a calling on your life. It can be a specific task like when Abraham’s servant was sent to 

find a wife for his son Isaac. That was a calling. It was a specific task. It could be a mission like I 

am on a mission to help churches disciple men. It could be a role. Your calling might be the role 

of a businessman or the role of a teacher. Maybe it is the role of a pastor or an evangelist. There 

is a specific role that is your calling. For those of you who have families, some callings come 

about dramatically like Jeremiah, but some of our callings are circumstantial, too. In other 

words, if you say “I do” and take vows then a part of your calling is to be a godly husband. If you 

copulate and have children, then you now have circumstantially created another responsibility; 

that is a calling to be a godly father. The Bible gives us all kinds of help on how to do these 

circumstantial callings effectively.  

 

Sometimes they are kind of humorous. One of our men, a young single guy had a sister in 

Massachusetts. Her husband’s health was failing so he was trying to figure out since he did not 

have a lot of roots if he should move up to Massachusetts to help his sister. I was teaching on 

the broad and narrow way and he said I kept saying “leave the broad way”, and about the fifth 

time he said he realized he lived at 317 Broadway. He said he guessed he was supposed to go 

and so he did. 

 

God can call you in all kinds of crazy ways. I was reading about a young guy in Seattle, 

Washington. He was at the YouTube Vertigo concert there and to close out the show Bono was 



sang Yahweh. Some of you know that. He was singing and 15,000 people were singing “take this 

city, a city that should be shining on a hill, take this city if it be Your will.” He realized that God 

has been calling him for a long time to the city of Seattle. Two weeks later he and his wife 

moved into the downtown area to answer that call. Your call can come in many ways and can 

take many forms. 

 

When it comes, the big idea is understand that God calls us to be faithful, not produce a 

particular outcome. Seattle may come to Christ because of that young guy moving with his wife 

into the downtown area. It may not, but it does not make any difference. The issue is whether 

or not you will be faithful to do the thing God calls you to do. That is the dividing line; the 

obedience to be faithful not the obedience to produce a particular outcome. 

 

THE EMOTION OF SERVING GOD 
 

Now I want to talk to you about the emotion of serving God. We do not often have messages, 

especially messages to men, about our emotions. But we see so many emotions in the life of 

Jeremiah.  

 

Does anybody know Jeremiah’s nickname? The scholars nicknamed Jeremiah the weeping 

prophet. If you want to be depressed read a lot of Jeremiah and you will weep too. 

 

Here are just a few things about him. He was the reluctant prophet. He was the weakened 

prophet. I was thinking about Jeremiah. I do not know if you would actually like Jeremiah as a 

person. He may be and I do not know this because I have never met him personally, but since he 

was saying what the people did not want to hear, and I am assuming in our culture we would 

not want to hear it either, I am assuming Jeremiah was like one of those annoying guys who is 

this Johnny one-note who says that the problem is we need to repent and get back to God.  

 

Do you have someone in your life like that? I know you do. I see a lot of you nodding. You have 

probably met somebody and may have somebody who is constantly on this one theme. America 

is going to hell. We need to turn back to God. We need to repent, carry a sign that says repent 

for the kingdom of God is at hand. Whatever it is you know somebody like that. I think that 

might be what Jeremiah was like. 

 

He had these periods of deep sadness. He did love his country. He did love his people and he 

would weep. You can read through Lamentations. Do it one day when you are feeling really 

good and you want to be neutral again.  

 

Then another big emotion we see in Jeremiah, is just how angry he got at being mistreated. In 

Jeremiah 20 he was doing what prophets do. He was calling down hellfire on the sins of the 

people and pronouncing destruction if the people did not repent. It is also well known that 

prophets and pastors often do not get along that well. Think about it. What is the pastor? He is a 

shepherd who is trying to calm the sheep down and keep them settled down. Pastors are trying 

to calm everybody down. What does a prophet do? He is stirring everybody up! A pastor, priest, 

a pastor got hound-dog hacked off at Jeremiah, had him arrested and put in stocks, and it so 

angered him. 

 



Turn to Verse 7. I want you to hear Jeremiah’s complaint for yourself and see how angry he was. 

He says in Jeremiah 20:7-8:  “O LORD, you deceived me, and I was deceived; you 

overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I 

speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the LORD has brought 

me insult and reproach all day long.” 

 

You think the guy had an emotion explosion there? You know exactly how he felt because we all 

feel that way from time to time. Every one of us feels that way from time to time.  

 

Now, this is also a man who boiled with passion for the work of God. He just boiled with passion 

for the work of God. Look at the very next verse, Jeremiah 20:9:  “But if I say, ‘I will not mention 

him or speak any more in his name,’ his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my 

bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.” 

 

Would you like to have that kind of passion? Would you like to boil with passion for God like 

that? These are the emotions of serving God. He was so absolutely convinced that God was in 

charge and that he understood that his calling was to be faithful and not to produce a 

particular outcome. That is the big idea today. 

 

The calling is to be faithful because there will be emotional roller coasters. There will be 

emotional ups and downs. We saw an emotion explosion in Joseph when he revealed himself to 

his brothers. All the men we looked at had huge swings in emotion. In all that we look at we will 

see huge swings in emotions in the other men we look at.  

 

THE OUTCOME 
 

Now, here some final thoughts about the outcome. If our job is to be faithful and not produce a 

particular outcome what is it can we say about outcomes? A couple of things. 

 

First, God may call you to a ministry that for 40 years looks like a failure humanly speaking. That 

is what happened to Jeremiah. Can you handle that? 

 

Henry Nouwen, a Catholic writer struggled with homosexual feelings all his life – he was 

celibate. He was a brilliant writer. When he was 56, at the height of his career, God called him to 

go to a Canadian retreat center called Daybreak and he basically spent the rest of his life 

ministering to the needs of one severely handicapped man, because that is what God called him 

to do. 

 

It is so interesting because he is more known today, he is deceased, for what he did in the life of 

that one young man, Adam, than he is for the other work that he did, not that the other work 

was not important. 

 

Second, we will look at obedience. Turn back to Jeremiah Chapter 1. This talk is going over a 

little bit I think. I lost track of the time. 

 

Obedience. Jeremiah 1:7 says “You must go to every one I send you to and say whatever I 

command you.” Verse 17, “Stand up and say to them whatever I command you.” To be faithful 



means to be obedient, and to be obedient means to go where God tells you to go, do what God 

tells you to do and to say what God tells you to say.  

 

My father was in the artillery. He got a purple heart for being a scout in an artillery battalion. 

The artillery guys have this saying, this axiom, and it is this: A responsible round does not go too 

short or too far. Have you heard this before? A responsible round does not go too short or too 

far. A responsible short does not go to short – that is right into your own troops. But a 

responsible round also does not go too far – otherwise you are killing and destroying the civilian 

population. That is what obedience helps you do. It helps you be responsible in being faithful so 

that you are not going too far in getting with your emotions, or not going far enough, because 

you are withdrawing over emotions. Does this make sense? 

 

Third, setbacks serve God’s purposes. Look at Jeremiah 1:8, “Do not be afraid of them, for I am 

with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.” There is this fear piece. Then, look at Verse 

18, “Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall.” God will help you 

with your fear. God will fortify you and give you strength.  

 

Young man, setbacks serve God’s purposes. Sometimes in our callings, we are caught up in the 

setbacks. Jeremiah was very caught up in the setbacks. It is part of the deal. Young men, you can 

make a huge difference as you walk forward in your life in the understanding you will be caught 

up in setbacks. But these setbacks are always intended to sovereignly serve God’s purposes 

because he is working everything together in the conformity to the purpose His will, even those 

things that seem like totally random circumstances. 

 

Fourth, what is God doing that he wants you to be the one who executes? That is your takeaway 

here. Think about this. What does God want to do that he wants you to execute? For you older 

guys, it could be a vision for your life as an older guy. Start mentoring younger men. Every guy 

can do that. We have such a crisis in the transfer of a spiritual heritage from the mature 

generation to the younger generation now. If you want a vision for you life, something that God 

absolutely wants to execute it is all through the Bible it is guaranteed that God wants you to do 

that. It is something that everybody can do.  

 

You younger guys, go save the world. Save the planet. Fix the environment. Invent the next 

generation of digital devices.  

 

Finally, fifth is to understand the difference between our power and God’s part. Look in Jeremiah 1:12. 

“I am watching over my word to perform it.” God’s part is to determine the outcome. God is watching 

over His word to perform it. He will. Those of you who have been walking with God for a long time 

know that He will do that. That is His part. Our part is to be faithful. The reason that this is this little 

story I am going to close with really helps illustrate the point of the big idea. The big idea this morning 

is this: God calls us to be faithful, not produce a particular outcome. 

 

There was a farmer who found a wild stallion and brought it back to his farm. He put it in the 

corral. A neighbor leans over the fence and says, “That’s good news about how you found that 

wild stallion.” The farmer says, “Good news, bad news, who knows?” The farmer’s son asks, 

“Dad would you let me break the horse in?” Dad says, “Okay.” The horse throws the boy, and 

fractures his leg with multiple compound fractures. The neighbor leans over the fence and says, 



“That sure is bad news about how your boy broke his leg so horribly.” The farmer says, “Good 

news, bad news, who knows?”  

 

War breaks out. All the young boys in that farming village except the farmer’s son were drafted 

to go off and fight in a foreign war. The neighbor leans over the fence and says, “That sure is 

good news about how your son wasn’t subject to the draft and didn’t have to go off to war and 

risk his life.” The farmer says, “Good news, bad news, who knows?” 

 

And so it goes. Whatever is going on in your life, good news, bad news, who knows? You do not 

know how it is going to turn out and it does not make any difference because God calls us to be 

faithful and not produce a particular outcome. Believe it and it will change your life.  

 

There are some of these unexpected obstacles to the vibrant faith that we have been looking at. 

Believe God in the face of unbelievable circumstances. Don’t ever say “I could never do that” 

because then you never will. God will not force you to revere Him but it will make it impossible 

for you to be happy unless you do. 

 

These ideas that we are looking at are the things that a lot of guys miss. They do not really take 

hold of these as truths. I have said this sentence to myself at least once a day for over 20 years. I 

am going to encourage you to memorize this sentence. I will give a gold star next week to 

somebody who gets it right. Let’s pray. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Our dearest Father, we come humbly to You. Lord, it is an emotional roller coaster. It is 

confusing. In fact, sometimes it is so confusing that we wonder if we have misread you. 

Sometimes we wonder if it is ever going to end. Sometimes we think, Have You called me to fail? 

Why can’t they see what I see? Why do they hate me? Why does no one listen to me? Why aren’t 

You using me? Lord, help us to understand that we are part of the plan. Jesus is the plan and we 

are His servants. Help us to understand how you want us to execute our part of the plan. Show 

us how to be faithful and give us this relief from not feeling like we have to produce a particular 

outcome. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


